
BIG SPLASH NAENAE 

 

Anybody who has visited Hillary Court (the Naenae Shopping Centre) in the last 

couple of weeks will have seen for themselves what a great success the Big Splash 

Naenae Paintathon was.  

 

For years the neighbourhood has been let down by the tired appearance of the shops 

but as the buildings were privately owned it was difficult to find a solution. 

  

The Big Splash Naenae Paintathon was conceived early as a way to smarten up the 

centre whilst providing an opportunity to build up community spirit.  

 

Finding funding and sponsorship was the first step of Big Splash. Resene Paints were 

a natural partner considering their proximity to the centre. JT Property Wash 

waterblasted the centre for free, New World Naenae supplied drinks for the workers, 

and The Breeze radio station gave us free publicity. 

 

Boxer Billy Graham and business owner Brian Ross played major roles in the 

organisation of Big Splash; Billy is a force of nature whose sense of excitement drew 

many to the project, and Brian Ross gave us a great deal of guidance, expertise and 

equipment.  

 

Finding volunteers to paint was much easier than expected, as local people were keen 

to take the opportunity to make a big difference in a practical, “hands-on” way. 

Equally important were the support staff; the sausage sizzlers, brush washers, 

cleaners, runners and Bouncy Castle supervisors. Everyone had different skills to 

offer and things fell together beautifully. We had a good turnout from the Hutt City 

Council staff who volunteered their skills and time for free. Some of our Retailers 

helped out by painting or supplying food and drink. Thanks also to the Naenae Pool 

staff for letting us use their paint room and toilets. 

 

The success of Big Splash is owed to the hard work of the 80 or so volunteers who 

turned up with loads of “can-do” spirit and took on the huge task of preparing and 

painting 18 buildings in the centre. Before the day none of us knew how Big Splash 

Naenae would unfold but the people of Naenae came and took ownership of the event. 

It was inspiring to be part of a project with so much support and enthusiasm. Go 

Naenae! 

 


